This website segment shares Amtrak Turboliner photos that are not found in either of the Turboliner books,
and most of which have not previously been shown online. Pictures will be posted on a regular, accumulating
basis. So check back for additions. All photos by Dale A. Johnson unless noted.

Turboliner Beginnings

Chicago-St. Louis was the route
selected by Amtrak for the initial
revenue service use of Turboliner
equipment. The first Turboliner
test and training run to cover the
entire length of that line took
place August 29-30, 1973;
operating southbound on the 29",
and returning to Chicago the
following day. The photos to the
left show Amtrak’s first RTG 1
trainset, bracketed by power cars
60 and 61, raising a cloud of dust
as it races past the Alton, Illinois
‘ station on August 29, 1973; just 27
I g miles away from its St. Louis
. i destination. For most of the
‘ (R o L“ spectators (including the
o e g e AT

photographer), this would be
their first “in person” encounter
with a Turboliner.




The second step in the implementation of Amtrak’s first Turboliner service was a Chicago-St. Louis preview trip
of the new equipment; conducted on September 28, 1973. Members of the press, state and local officials, and
other guests could obtain a special ticket to ride the train. The general public was able to tour the cars at multiple
stops along the route. The above photo, showing the cab of lead power car 63, was taken during a one hour
pause at Springfield, Illinois. The photo below shows the same train at the next public inspection stop,
approximately 66 miles further down the line, at Alton, Illinois. For additional details of the event, see the Online
Museum segment of this website.




The first Chicago-St. Louis route revenue service Turboliner trips took place on October 1, 1973. In the above
photo, southbound Train 301 pauses at Alton, Illinois, the final stop before St. Louis Union Station. After a
slightly more than three-hour layover in St. Louis, the trainset would return north to the shores of Lake Michigan
as Train 304. If both trains were on time when this photo was taken, the sister consist, with power cars 62 and
63, and running as northbound Train 302, was just a few minutes from arrival at Chicago Union Station. The
62/63 trainset would also do a same-day turnaround, and return to St. Louis in the evening. One further
equipment note. Those with a sharp eye will notice that a flashing strobe light has been added to the power car
roof. This light, in turn, would later be replaced with other forms of safety/warning lights.
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As shown on page 127 of the first
Turboliner book, fixed fueling
stations were in place at the major
Turboliner maintenance facilities.
However, depending on route length
and equipment assignments,
Turboliners were also regularly
refueled “in the field” through the
use of tank trucks. Several examples
are shown on this page.

In the top photo, the RTG I consist
shown is being refueled under the St.
Louis Union Station trainshed,
shortly after arriving from Chicago
as Train 303. The date is October 12,
1973, less than two weeks after the
start of Turboliner service on the
route. By the June 1974 date of the
second photo, such servicing had
been moved to an area just west of
the trainshed. The trainset shown is
between runs as Train 301 and 304.
In the photo, the SDP40F engines are
for Trains 30-31, the Kansas City-
New York National Limited; and the
ex-Union Pacific E-units will be used
on Trains 21-22, the St. Louis-
Laredo, Texas Inter-American.

The third photo shows the refueling

! of an RTG I Group 2 trainset at
| Michigan Central Station in Detroit.

The Turboliner has recently arrived
from Chicago as Train 350, and will
return to Chicago as Train 355 later
in the day. The date is May 29, 1975.

In the bottom photo, an RTL I
trainset, running as Train 73, the
Empire State Express, is being
refueled from a trackside truck
during a station stop at Albany-

Rensselaer, New York, part-way

through its journey on Amtrak’s
longest Turboliner route—the 463-
mile Empire Corridor line between
New York City and Niagara Falls.
The date is October 29, 1983.

For Turboliner modelers, such
scenes could be realistically re-
created on one’s model railroad
layout.



Turboliner Terminals—Midwestern Routes

Chicago, lllinois

In the scene above, recorded in July 1974, Train 302 has just arrived at Chicago Union Station on a morning run
from St. Louis. Following the unloading of passengers on the opposite side of the train, the RTG I consist will
reverse direction and travel approximately five miles southwest of the station to the Brighton Park Turboliner
Maintenance Facility, and be serviced for a late afternoon return to St. Louis as Train 303.

The photo below shows the view from the cab of RTG I, Group 2 power car 67, just prior to departing Chicago
as the lead car on Detroit, Michigan-bound Train 350 on May 29, 1975.




St. Louis, Missouri

Above, Chicago-St. Louis Train 303 sits at the bumping post following the unloading of passengers on October
12,1973. The Turboliner will be refueled under the trainshed by a trackside truck, then moved to a holding area
just west of the trainshed, then return the following morning to load passengers for a trip back to Chicago as
Train 302.

Below, one of the original two RTG I Turboliner trainsets, running as Chicago-St. Louis Train 301, passes Tower
1, at the throat of St. Louis Union Station trackage, and negotiates the final curve under U.S. Highway 40,
moments before arriving at the platforms under the trainshed. The date is June 1974.
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On April 24, 1975, one of the four recently-received RTG I, Group 2 Turboliner trainsets (Cars 64, 83, 84, 85, 65)
ran in revenue service for the first time, making a Chicago-St. Louis-Chicago round trip as Trains 301 and 304.
The above photo shows the new Turboliner moving between the St. Louis Union Station trainshed and a servicing
area just west of the station.

The photo below, taken under the St. Louis Union Station trainshed on October 17, 1975, shows a representative
from each of the three Amtrak routes serving the Gateway City. On the left is Turboliner Train 301, recently
arrived from Chicago (note the cab-mounted flashing red light protecting the rear of the train). In the center is
Train 21, the St. Louis-Laredo, Texas Inter-American. To the far right, is Train 31, a late-running New York
City-Kansas City National Limited.
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Detroit, Michigan
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In the above view from the cab of Turbopower car 67, Chicago-Detroit Train 350 is only moments away from
reaching its destination terminal of Michigan Central Station in Detroit, on May 29, 1975. As is easy to see from
the limited number of tracks entering the trainshed, the Turboliner has little competition for space inside the once
grand and busy terminal. However, on the positive side, the Turboliner equipment will spark a nearly 70 percent
ridership increase during a ten-month period on the Chicago-Detroit route.
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Within the confines of Michigan Central Station in Detroit, the Turboliners shared space with a few
conventional equipment trains. In the above scene, recorded on May 29, 1975, Turboliner-equipped Train
355 awaits a 5:00 PM departure for Chicago. In the background, is diesel-powered Train 373, the Michigan
Executive, a more localized run that will depart at 5:25 PM for a 75-mile trip to Jackson, Michigan, with three
intermediate stops.



Milwaukee, Wisconsin
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The photos on this page, taken on
June 1, 1976, show Train 324/352, a
: ; 3 Milwaukee-Chicago-Detroit through
Amtrak*_r ILLILL | b | EEN | service. In the above view, the
Sy M- LB Turboliner consist awaits boarding
passengers within the Milwaukee
station. In the scene to the left, the
same train has just departed the
station, is crossing the Menomonee
River, and is headed away from the
camera toward Chicago.




Port Huron, Michigan

Welcome Aboard Michigan’s

BLUE
WATER
LIMITED
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PORT HURON/LAPEER/FLINT/DURAND
EAST LANSING/BATTLE CREEK
KALAMAZOO/NILES/CHICAGO

Not possessing, or having seen, any photos of a Turboliner-equipped “Blue Water Limited” at the Port Huron,
Michigan station, this “blended” set of images is presented to convey the subject matter. The station shown
was built in 1974, and was photographed in 1986. Turboliners used this facility from May 20, 1976 until
September 8, 1981.

NOTE: If any viewer of this website has a photo of a Turboliner at this station (clearly showing both the train
and the station), and would be willing to have their photo posted, please use the “Contact Us” segment of this
site. Thanks!



Champaign-Urbana, lllinois

The two photos on this page show Train 380, the llini, at Champaign-Urbana, Illinois, just prior to a 6:30 AM
departure for Chicago on September 9, 1978. Located on the former Illinois Central Railroad’s Chicago-
Memphis-New Orleans main line, the primary platforms for this facility can be seen in the upper photo, and are
located in the slightly elevated area to the left of the Turboliner. However, since this city is both the end point
and starting point for this particular train, the Turbo spends the night on, and departs from, the stub-end track
shown. The primary Champaign-Urbana station building is the two-story structure located just behind the rear
cab of the Turboliner in the upper photo. The previous Champaign station, seen directly next to the Turboliner
in both photos, was moved approximately 100 feet north in 1924, and re-designated a freight facility.



Turboliner Territory—Midwestern Routes

|‘ I“I“ \m\ lﬂ“\\!\ n'.?\; M.

g

-

L

(3

-»

-

i 'ﬁ-—

During its first two weeks
of operation, Chicago-St.
Louis Train 303 pauses at
the Alton, Illinois station
on the evening of October
10, 1973. Note the
Amtrak banner hanging
on the outside of the
station building.

In a pastoral setting at
Godfrey, Illinois, Train
304 races northward in
June, 1974.

A few miles south of
Carlinville, Illinois, near
Beaver Dam State Park,
Train 307 briefly shatters
the surrounding solitude
with the muffled whine of
turbine engines and the
wail of a multi-chime
airhorn, on May 4, 1974.



In the above scene, Train
302 sleekly skims along
the shoreline of Lake
Springfield on July 9,
1974. Soon, however, the
wide open spaces are
exchanged for the
downtown streets of the
Capital city of Illinois.

As shown to the left, in the
photo of Train 307 (taken
on October 12, 1974),
Turboliner passengers are
given an almost “front-
door step view” of the
Illinois  State  Capital
building. The winged
emblem on the bridge
reflects the Gulf, Mobile &
Ohio chapter in the
route’s history.
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Amtrak’s downtown
Springfield, Illinois station
e (originally used by the
an ‘ Gulf, Mobile & Ohio
Railroad), is located just a
few blocks from the
Capital building. The
photo to the left shows
Train 302 at that location
on October 12, 1974.

North of Bloomington,
Illinois, on September 13,
L : 1974, Train 302 makes the
bk - maximum allowable 79
/ ‘'8 —~ i miles-per-hour track speed
® for the route, and passes an
Illinois  Central  Gulf
Railroad freight train.
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With multiple railroads and Amtrak routes
passing in front of the classic Joliet, Illinois
= Union Station, it was not unusual for
Chicago-St. Louis Turboliners to meet
other trains at that location. Three
examples are shown on this page.

In the top photo, taken from the cab of
— RTG 1 Turboliner power car 61 on
= September 13, 1974, Train 302 slows for a
= stop at Joliet Union Station. On the track
to the immediate left, Amtrak Train 16, the
Houston-Chicago Lone Star is just
departing for the last leg of its journey to
1 Chicago Union Station. Bringing up the
markers of Train 16 is the former New
York Central high-windowed observation
car Wingate Brook.
In the center photo, taken on September 17,
1974, Turboliner Train 302 shares an
arrival and a platform with Amtrak Train
4, the Los Angeles-Chicago Southwest
Limited. The dome car shown on Train 4 is
no stranger to this route, having served
many years as a “Pleasure Dome Lounge”
on the Santa Fe Railroad’s Super Chief.
In the bottom photo, also taken on
September 17, 1974, Train 4 has departed,
and Train 302 has cleared the interlocking,
thus allowing a westbound Rock Island
Railroad freight train to cross on an
intersecting route.



In June 1974, an Illinois Central Gulf freight train derailment at Godfrey, Illinois blocked Amtrak’s Chicago-
St. Louis route, and forced all passenger trains, including Turboliners, to operate over a little-used industrial
branch line to circumvent the derailment site. Northbound trains entered the branch just beyond Wann
Interlocking, approximately five miles south of the Alton, Illinois Amtrak station; and rejoined the main line
approximately five miles north of the Alton Amtrak station. This incident was a very rare (perhaps the ONLY)
instance of street running by a regularly-scheduled Turboliner in the history of Amtrak Turboliner operation.
Each of the scenes below were recorded on June 9, 1974.
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In the above left photo, St. Louis-Chicago Train 306 has recently entered the branch line, changed direction from north
to west, and is crossing Illinois Route 3 at East Alton. The above right photo shows Train 306 carefully passing through
a levee flood gate and over Wood River Creek at East Alton. The levee was intended to control rising flood waters
from the nearby Mississippi River.
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In the two views immediately above, Train 306 has just
completed a passenger stop at Lincoln-Douglas Square in
downtown Alton, Illinois, and is following branch line
trackage in the center of Piasa Street, and past
storefronts of the central business district.

The photo to the left shows Chicago-St. Louis Train 303,
on the evening of June 9, pausing at Lincoln-Douglas
Square to unload and load passengers, following the
majority of its downtown Alton street running. This site
was the location of an October 15, 1858 debate between
.| Abraham Lincoln and Stephen A. Douglas in the race for
s a United States Senate seat from Illinois. An Illinois
JJE Terminal Railroad station also once stood here.




Train 380, the Champaign-Urbana to Chicago Illini, accelerates northward moments after a station stop at
Kankakee, Illinois, on September 9, 1978. Turboliner use on this route lasted less than six months, and the
turbine-powered equipment would be replaced with conventional diesel locomotive-hauled Amfleet cars the
following month.
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On August 3, 1980, the mid-day Chicago-Detroit schedule in each direction was extended from Detroit to Toledo,
Ohio, renamed the Lake Cities, and specifically assigned Turboliner equipment. The bi-directional Turboliners
eliminated the need to turn the trains at Toledo. The stated purpose of the new service was to offer eastern
Michigan passengers improved access to East Coast points via a direct connection with the Lake Shore Limited at
Toledo. In the above photo, taken in April 1981, the two Lake Cities Turboliners meet at Niles, Michigan.
Chicago-Detroit-Toledo Train 352 is closest to the station, and features one of the RTG I, Group 2 trainsets
delivered in early 1975. On the adjacent track is Toledo-Detroit-Chicago Train 353, utilizing one of the original
two RTG I, Group 1 trainsets, delivered in August 1973. The Train 353 trainset also displays the revised
Turboliner livery. Sadly, only a few months later (September 8, 1981), all Turboliner equipment would be
withdrawn from Midwestern routes and placed in storage. — Kent Cooper photo

The remaining pictures in “Turboliner Territory—Midwestern Routes” provide a “from-the-cab” perspective
for the Chicago-Detroit route that complements the “trackside” photo coverage found in the first Turboliner
book. All photos were taken from the cab of Turbopower car 67, as that car led Train 350 from Chicago to
Detroit on May 29, 1975.




Early in the journey of Train 350 from Chicago to Detroit, as the Amtrak run crosses above the Dan Ryan

Expressway on the south side of the Windy City, crew members in the cab of Turboliner power car 67 catch a
view of a Chicago Transit Authority rapid transit train heading into downtown.
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Gathering speed while passing
through an industrial area
southeast of Chicago, Train 350
encounters the  tunnel-like

structure of a large suspension
bridge.
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Continuing eastward across northern Indiana, Train 350 skirts the shoreline of Lake Michigan, and passes within
sight of the Michigan City lighthouse.



In the view to the left, Train 350 enters the
Michigan Division of the Northern Region on
the Penn Central Railroad.

Below, Train 350 meets Chicago bound Train
365, the Port Huron-Chicago Blue Water. At
this point in time, the Blue Water operated with
diesel locomotive-hauled conventional
equipment. Turboliners would begin to serve
that route on May 20, 1976, utilizing a trainset
displaced by Amfleet equipment on the
Chicago-Detroit route.
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In the scene to the left, the head-
end crew of Train 350 prepares to
snag train orders “on-the-fly”
from a trackside hoop.

Below, Train 350 prepares to move
through a steam locomotive
coaling tower—a long-unused
monument to a bygone era.
Faintly visible in the distance is the
headlight from Turboliner-
equipped Detroit-Chicago Train
353, which will soon speed past on
the adjacent track.




Turboliner Maintenance Facility—Midwestern Routes

The photos on this page were taken at the Brighton Park Maintenance Shop in Chicago on July 10, 1974, just
over two months after the facility’s completion and formal opening on May 1. In the above scene, one of

Amtrak’s first two RTG I Turboliner trainsets departs one of the two service tracks in the main building. The
view below shows a trio of self-propelled Budd Rail Diesel Cars, which were also serviced at Brighton Park, and
operated on the Chicago-Dubuque, lowa Blackhawk train. The structure in the right side of the photo housed a
train washer. Also note a Turboliner parked just behind the three RDC cars; and another RDC car positioned
beyond the train washer, peeking through the door of a service track in the main shop building.
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Viewed from the perspective of an inspection pit within the main Brighton Park Shop building, is the power
cab car of an RTG I, Group 2 Turboliner trainset (placed in service during April, 1975). At this point, the
bright lights within the pit have not been activated. The date is July 22, 1977.




On September 8, 1981, all RTG I Turboliner equipment made its final runs on, and was removed from, service
on Amtrak Midwestern routes. The six trainsets were initially stored at the Brighton Park Shop (which was then
closed), with two trainsets parked on the service tracks inside the main building, and the remaining four trainsets
parked on four outdoor tracks located immediately east of the main building. The photos on this page show the
out-of-service shop facilities, and the outside-stored trainsets, on June 14, 1983. In 1984, all six trainsets were
moved to the Beech Grove Shop near Indianapolis, Indiana, for long-term storage. In the following years,
Brighton Park would re-open, close, and re-open multiple times to provide various types of service roles for
Amtrak.
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Turboliner Terminals—Eastern Routes

New York City—Grand Central Station
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On October 21, 1976, two brand-new RTL I Turboliners stand ready to receive passengers at the bumping posts
in New York City’s Grand Central Terminal. The trainset on the left will depart as Train 79, and the Turbo on
the right will be Train 77, both northbound through the scenic Hudson River Valley. Originally, Grand Central
was the southern terminus of the routes to both Buffalo/Niagara Falls, and Montreal.



New York City—Pennsylvania Station

On April 7, 1991, the southern terminal for all Amtrak Empire Corridor trains was shifted from Grand Central
Terminal to Pennsylvania Station in New York City. This allowed Empire Corridor passengers to make a direct
same-station connection with Boston-Washington, D.C. Northeast Corridor trains. On that date, as shown in the
above scene, RTL I Turboliner power cab car 155 led the first Empire Corridor revenue passenger train into
Pennsylvania Station. — Glenn L. Rowe photo



Buffalo / Niagara Falls, New York

Originally, as shown in the above left
photo, the western endpoint for New
York State Empire Corridor Turboliner
service was the former New York
Central Railroad’s majestic Buffalo
Central Terminal. — Amtrak photo

On October 29, 1978, Turboliner service
was extended beyond Buffalo to
Niagara Falls, via Trains 73-74, the
Empire State Express. The Amtrak
station in Niagara Falls was housed in
an extensively remodeled former
Lehigh Valley Railroad freight house.
That facility is shown in the lower left
photo, taken during a public dedication
ceremony. — Amtrak photo

On October 28, 1979, in a cost-cutting
move, Amtrak ended service to Buffalo
Central Terminal, and transferred all
Buffalo operations to the smaller
downtown-oriented Exchange Street
station, and a new outlying Depew
station.




Montreal, Quebec, Canada

Rouses Point Cowanes £l
Plattsburgh ™5
Fort Ticonderoga

Fort Edward

Saratoga Springs
Schenectady
Albany-Rensselaer
Hudson

Rhinecliff
Poughkeepsie
Croton-Harmon

New York (Grand Central)

During most of the first nine years that Turboliners
operated between New York City and Montreal, the
northern terminal used was Windsor Station, a former
| Canadian Pacific Railroad facility that is shown in the
two photos to the left (on the right side of the lower
image a slight glimpse of a Canadian Pacific diesel
locomotive can be seen). — John Endler photos

On January 12, 1986, the Montreal terminal facility
was changed to Central Station, a former Canadian
National Railroad structure. The above right photo
was taken at that location on September 29, 1986. The
New York City-Montreal Turboliner was named the
Adirondack, and had two different sets of train
numbers (as shown on the Central Station departure
sign). South of the U.S./Canada border, the train ran
as Amtrak 68-69; while north of the border, the train
ran as Canadian National/VIA Rail 28-29.




Turboliner Territory—Eastern Routes

This rare photo of Eastern Turboliner equipment in a Midwestern context serves as an appropriate bridge
between the Midwestern and Eastern Turboliner “territory” photos presented in this segment of the website. In
the scene shown above, the first RTL I production trainset, led by power car 150, continues its coast-to-coast
journey from the Rohr Industries plant in California to a new home base at Albany-Rensselaer, New York. Having
departed the Brighton Park Shop facility in Chicago earlier in the day, the Empire State-bound Turboliner meets
westward Amtrak Train 49, the New York-Chicago Lake Shore Limited, just east of South Bend, Indiana. The date
is within the last few days of July and the first several days of August, 1976. Due to an extended enroute stopover
for testing at the Department of Transportation’s Transportation Technology Center in Pueblo, Colorado, this
was actually the second RTL I trainset to arrive in New York. — Kent Cooper photo

For detailed coverage of the cross-country travels of the seven RTL I Turboliner trainsets, see Chapter 8 in the
second Turboliner book.

Note: All “from-the-cab” photos in this Turboliner Territory—Eastern Routes section were taken from the
cab of Train 79, operating between New York City and Albany-Rensselaer, New York, on October 21, 1976.
The equipment was a recently-delivered RTL I trainset.
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Running in electrified third rail territory between Grand Central Terminal in New York Clty and Croton-
Harmon, Train 79 meets a rapid transit train. Within this segment of the route, due to exhaust emission
regulations, Turboliners used an electric propulsion system. Power for the train’s two 300 horsepower electric
motors (one in each power car) was drawn from an energized third rail, through retractable pickup shoes

mounted on each powered truck.



Near Croton-Harmon, Train 79 picks up speed and overtakes a Conrail freight train on the adjacent track.



Now beyond electrified territory, and running on turbine engines, Train 79 encounters a Budd Rail Diesel Car
near Cold Spring. Then, as shown below, while continuing to speed along the scenic eastern shoreline of the
Hudson River, the new RTL Turboliner passes through a short tunnel and under the Bear Mountain Bridge.




Near Peekskill, Train 79 meets both Amtrak
Train 74 (above), whose well-worn consist will
soon be replaced by a sleek new Turboliner; and
(below) a Penn-Central Railroad locomotive-
led Conrail freight train.
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Arriving in Albany-Rensselaer o1 October 21, 1976, Turbﬂﬂner-equlpped Train 79 meets the E-unit-led
conventional consist of Train 68, the Montreal-New York City Adirondack. Just over four months later, on
March 1, 1977, Turboliners would begin serving the Montreal route.




On October 22, 1976, one day following the cab-ride photos just shown, the same train, number 79, makes time
at Cold Spring, New York. On the same day, at the same location, Train 73, seen below, heads north amid a
spectacular backdrop of fall colors and open water.




On October 29, 1983, just over seven years after the previous photo, the large picture windows of Train 73, the
Empire State Express, provide passengers with a panoramic view as the Turboliner races along the east bank of
the Hudson River at 110 miles-per-hour. By the time Train 73 reaches Albany-Rensselaer, as shown below, the
darkening clouds have given way to sunshine. In the background, is the Albany-Rensselaer Turboliner
Maintenance Facility; which provides a perfect transition to the next section of photos.
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Turboliner Maintenance Facilty—Eastern Routes

Amtrak’s New York State Empire Corridor Turboliner trainsets were serviced at the Albany-Rensselaer

Maintenance Facility, located adjacent to that city pair’s passenger station. The photos on this page show the

exterior (above) and interior (below) of that structure on October 29, 1983. As can be seen in the lower picture,
ent.
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The above view of the Albany-Rensselaer Maintenance Facility was taken through a coach window on passing
Train 68, the Montreal-New York City Adirondack, September 29, 1986. Of particular interest (in the lower,
center of the photo) is a replacement fiberglass shell that would be fitted over the cab structure of an RTL I
Turboliner power car.



Turboliner Winter Wonderland
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The above photos show Chicago-St. Louis Train 301 at Alton, Illinois in March 1975. The trainset on this
day’s run, bracketed by power cars 60 and 61, is Amtrak’s first-delivered RTG I Turboliner trainset (August,
1973).
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Amtrak’s first RTG I Turboliners are only a few days away from their first Christmas as St. Louis-Chicago
Train 304 pauses for passengers at the College Avenue station in Alton, Illinois on a cold and snowy December
21, 1973.
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In the midst of a winter storm, a snow and ice-encrusted Turboliner safely delivers passengers to their
destination as Chicago-St. Louis Train 301 makes its early afternoon stop at Alton, Illinois on February 24,
1975.



In the Christmas card-like winter scene shown above, Chicago-St. Louis Train 301 crosses Wood River Creek at
East Alton, Illinois, shortly after a stop at the Alton station. Approximately ten miles further south, as seen below,
Train 301 has just passed through the interlocking at Lennox Tower in Mitchell, Illlinois, and continues its journey
across a snow-covered landscape. The St. Louis Union Station destination is approximately 30 minutes away.
Both photos were taken in February 1974.




Beech Grove Rebuild/Storage Facility
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While routine servicing and moderate damage repair was performed at the regional Turbollner shop facilities (Brighton
Park and Albany-Rensselaer), major rebuilding work was done at Amtrak’s Beech Grove Shop near Indianapolis, Indiana.
The photos on this page, taken at Beech Grove on November 6, 1981, show the in-progress reconstruction of RTL I power
car 155, following that car’s head-on collision with a Conrail freight train at Dobbs Ferry, New York, on November 7, 1980.
Other major Turboliner projects completed at Beech Grove include the rebuilding of three RTG I trainsets, plus one spare
coach, into RTG II equipment (documented in the two Turboliner books); and rebuilding the three trailer cars in the RTL
II trainset. Beech Grove also served as a long-term storage location for retired RTG I trainsets.




Turboliner Equipment




Turboliner Collisions/Accidents




