
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Online Museum 

      RTG I – Group 1            RTG I – Group 2                         RTG II 
                      (1973-1981)                                             (1975-1981)                                                     (1987-1994) 

               RTL I                               RTL II                                  RTL III  
                     (1976-1995)                                             (1995-2002)                                                    (2003-2004) 

The focus and purpose of the Online Museum is to present a sampling of surviving physical artifacts from 

the Turboliner story; items that are also part of a specific historical collection.  In addition to those shown 

here, a number of other pieces of Turboliner memorabilia are also known to be “out there.”  The photos in 

this section of the website are used to show both the artifacts themselves, and the original contexts in which 

the artifacts were used.  The Online Museum segment is intended to complement the detailed Turboliner 

history given both visually and textually in the two Turboliner books.  



 
Online Museum Exhibits—In Order of Appearance  

 

 
Chicago-St. Louis RTG I (Group 1) Preview Trip (September 28, 1973) 
 
Chicago-Detroit RTG I (Group 2) Preview Trip (April 19-21, 1975) 
 
New York City-Buffalo RTL I Preview Trip (September 18-19, 1976) 
 
Turboliner Operation and Maintenance Manuals  
 
Turboliner Visually Portraying Timetables and Brochures (National, Midwest  
     Regional, Eastern Regional)  
 
Turboliner Express Magazine Covers  
 
Turboliner Posters  
 
Turboliner Food and Beverage Service  
 
Turboliner Tickets  
 
Turboliner Equipment Artifacts  
 
Turboliner Scale Models  
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

     
 

      
 
 
 
 
 

Chicago – St. Louis RTG I (Group 1) Preview Trip 

September 28, 1973 

Upper photos show the Preview Trip train during a one-hour stop at Springfield, Illinois.  From left to right, 

the views include:  Springfield station platform, interior of food service (“Bar-Grill”) Car 94, and cab interior 

of Power-Coach Car 63.  Lower left photo shows coach interior during travel between Springfield and Alton.  

Lower center and right photos were taken during the Alton, Illinois station stop.   



          
 

   
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

On the Chicago-St. Louis Preview Trip, 9x12 inch (closed size) press kit folders were given to passengers.  

Inside, each folder contained:  (1) four separate “Amtrak News” releases (General information on Chicago-

St. Louis Turboliner service; “Background on Amtrak’s French Turbine Trains;” information on the two-day 

Preview Train event; and information on a new conventional equipment train, called the “State House,” which 

would operate on the days each week the Turboliners were off duty for scheduled maintenance; (2) An 8x10 

photo of an RTG Turboliner at Pittsburgh, Pennsylvania during the train’s New Jersey to Chicago delivery 

trip; and (3) a promotional information and schedule card for the new Chicago-St. Louis revenue Turbo 

Service that was slated to begin on October 1, 1973.  Also distributed during this event were “Ride the Turbo!”  

buttons (shown at the top of the previous page), and, on a limited basis, copies of the first Turboliner poster 

(shown in the Turboliner Posters section of this Online Museum).  



 
 
 
 
 
 
 

   
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 alamazoo Ann Arbor

Dearborn Detroit

Chicago – Detroit RTG I (Group 2) Preview Trip 

April 19-21, 1975 

Amtrak photos 

During this multi-day preview event, route-specific press kit folders similar to those shown in the Chicago- 

St. Louis Preview Trip section were distributed.  “Ride the Turbo!” buttons, with an appropriate “1975” date, 

as shown at the top of this page, were also available.  As shown in the accompanying photos, an estimated 

30,000 people walked through the new Turboliner.   



 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

New York City – Buffalo RTL I Preview Trip 

September 18-19, 1976 

Jim Shaughnessy Photo 



        
                                                                      

  
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Frank Klock photo, CNY NRHS collection Amtrak photo 

Jim Shaughnessy photo 

Amtrak photo 

As can be seen from the inaugural event schedule on the previous page, one RTL I Turboliner headed eastward 

from Buffalo, while the second trainset traveled west from New York City.  Each turbine-powered consist 

made public inspection stops along the route, and the trains met at Albany-Rensselaer for the gala inaugural 

celebration.  The top left photo shows the westbound Turbo prior to departure from Grand Central Station 

in New York City.  The top right photo shows the same train pausing for visitors at Rhinecliff, New York.  In 

the center photo, both trains meet at Albany-Rensselaer, with the Buffalo-originating consist on the left.  The 

lower photo shows the inaugural ceremony, with New York State Transportation Commissioner Raymond 

Schuler addressing the crowd. 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 

    

    

    
Routine servicing, components replacement, minor to moderate repair, and limited rebuilding took place at 

Amtrak’s two Turboliner maintenance facilities.  Brighton Park, located in Chicago, Illinois, dealt with the RTG 

I trainsets used on the five Midwestern routes; while the Albany-Rensselaer, New York facility addressed the 

needs of RTL I, RTL II, RTL III, and RTG II equipment used on New York State Empire Corridor routes which 

operated between New York City and Buffalo/Niagara Falls, and between New York City and Montreal.  Each 

of these shops possessed very detailed instruction volumes containing all facets of information needed to carry 

out virtually any work necessary to keep the Turboliners operating with a very high degree of availability.  An 

example of such a shop manual is shown immediately below; in this case a 264-page work relating to the Astazou 

IV A-type turbine engine which provided auxiliary electric power in the RTG I trainsets.  

Turboliner Operation and Maintenance Manuals 



   
 



 
 



 
 



Less detailed publications were also needed to inform and assist train crew members and other “in-the-field” 

personnel in basic Turboliner operation.  Two examples of this type of reference tool are shown below.  

 

 
 
The hard, textured cover, 16-ring bound RTG Running Maintenance And Servicing Manuel, Volume 1, shown 

above, was produced by RTG I Turboliner manufacturer ANF-Frangeco in Crespin, France.  The 5x9-inch 

publication contains 55 pages, and covers all facets of basic train features and operation.  The following four 

pages, from the above book, show the index, and the 44-step pre-run procedures.   



 
 



   
 



  
 



 



 
 

Also providing an early overview of the first two RTG I Turboliner trainsets was this 45-page publication from 

Amtrak’s Office of the Chief Mechanical Officer.  Produced in October, 1973, the General Description Of The 

RTG Turbo Train was timed to coincide with the inauguration of the first Turboliner route between Chicago and 

St. Louis.   Shown below, are five selected pages from the 8-1/2x11 inch-sized volume.   

 



 
 



 
 



 



 
 



 
 

 



 
 

 



 
 



 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The above cutaway drawing, produced by Rohr Industries, shows the overall mechanical design of an RTL I 

power car.  Except  for the New York City-mandated electric traction motor (which used third-rail-derived 

power), located in what otherwise would have been a baggage area, the power components were essentially 

unchanged from the highly-reliable RTG Turboliners.  Note that a transmission and cardan drive shaft were 

used to transfer power from the turbine engine to the drive truck.  



 
 
 
 
 
 
 

                                                                                                   

Turboliner Visually Portraying Timetables/Brochures 

National Timetables/Brochures 
 

A Turboliner was visually portrayed on the cover of 

five national or system-wide timetables.  First to be 

issued was the Agent’s Edition of the October 28, 

1973 schedule, shown to the right; which took effect 

just under four weeks after the inauguration of 

Amtrak’s first Turboliner service, on the Chicago-

St. Louis route.  The cover photo includes one of the 

two RTG I, Group 1 trainsets used to launch that 

service.   



 
 
Second in print was the April 25, 1976 schedule shown above.  The cover collage of this publication included the 

power car of an RTG I, Group 2 trainset; the type of equipment used one year earlier to initiate the highly-

successful Chicago-Detroit Turboliner service.   

 

 

 

 



 
 
Third, was the June 15, 1976 edition, the cover of which was identical to the April 25, 1976 version, except for 

the use of yellow and green ink instead of the previous red and blue ink colors.  

 

 

 

 

 



                                                                       
 

The fourth national timetable 

cover to visually include a 

Turboliner was issued on April 24, 

1983, and showed a photograph of 

RTL I power car 155; a picture that 

was also used in a number of 

Amtrak brochure, newspaper, and 

magazine advertisements, as well 

as a poster.  Just a few days before 

the 20th anniversary of the effective 

date of this timetable, power car 

155 began revenue service on the 

Empire Corridor as part of the 

prototype trainset for the ill-fated 

RTL III project. 



         
 

The fifth, and final, Amtrak national timetable with a Turboliner-depicting cover was undoubtedly the most eye-

catching.  The colorful painting of an RTL I Turboliner passing under the George Washington Bridge, while 

departing New York City on the new West Side Connecting line, both portrayed and commemorated the 

consolidation of all Amtrak service in New York City at Penn Station; which took place on the document’s April 

7, 1991 date of issue.  On that date, the first Empire Corridor revenue service trip into Pennsylvania Station was 

made by an RTL I Turboliner trainset led by Power Car 155 (see page 89 of the second Turboliner book).  



 
 

 

 

Examples of two nationally-related and nationally-distributed brochures featuring a Turboliner on the cover are 

shown above.  The brochure on the left, issued in January 1977, which overviewed all manner of Amtrak food 

service, pictured first-class Turboclub passengers being served a meal at their seats.  The “All Aboard America” 

fare promotion brochure on the right, issued in 1984, featured an image of RTL I Turboliner Power Car 155. 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Very likely the last nationally-distributed Amtrak publication to feature a Turboliner on the cover was the 

1991-issued Amtrak Source Book.  Produced by Amtrak Public Affairs, this 40-page booklet was designed as 

“. . . a special resource tool for students, teachers, writers, lecturers, news reporters, business associates, and 

anyone else who needs background on what Amtrak is, how it was formed, how it operates, what it has 

accomplished, and what it expects to accomplish in the future.”  

 

The photo on the cover was taken on April 4, 1991, and shows the inaugural train to operate over the recently 

completed connection between the Empire Corridor and Pennsylvania Station in New York City.  Aboard 

was Amtrak President W. Graham Claytor Jr., and other officials, who had just completed an inaugural 

ceremony at the Albany-Rensselaer, New York station.  In the photo, the train is passing under the George 

Washington Bridge in New York City.  Lead RTL I Power Car 159 displayed the flags of both the United 

States and New York State.  Revenue service over the new routing began several days later, on April 7 



  
 
 
 

       

Midwest Regional and Route-Specific Timetables/Brochures 
(Shown in order of publication date) 



      



                                                                                                  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
 
 
 
 

The “Amtrak Midwest Train Timetables,” that were effective on April 25, 1976, did not display a Turboliner 

on the cover, but featured this full-width photo on page one, visible as soon as a reader opened the 15-page 

publication.  The picture shows Chicago-Detroit Train 350 gliding along the shoreline of the Huron River just 

west of Ann Arbor, Michigan; and was taken on May 30, 1975.  The same photo layout (with blue-tint ink 

instead of gray) was also used in the following timetable, which was effective on June 15, 1976. 



                                            
The informational brochure shown directly above, was 

issued by the Michigan Department of State Highways 

and Transportation to promote travel on the Blue Water 

Limited Turboliner service between Chicago and Port 

Huron.  Included were descriptions of the train itself, 

and points of interest along the route. 



 
 
 
 
 

The final Midwestern Turboliner-depicting timetable took effect on April 26, 1981, and was supposed to 

remain in effect through October 24, 1981.  However, all Turboliner equipment made its final runs on 

Midwestern routes on September 8, 1981, and was replaced by conventional locomotive-hauled equipment 

such as Amfleet.  



 
 
 
 

         
 

Eastern Regional and Route-Specific Timetables/Brochures 
(Shown in order of publication date) 



       
 
 
 
 
 
 
                                                                                             

The brochure shown above right, and on the following page, was produced by the New York State Department 

of Transportation in 1982.  Within its 31 pages, the Guide contained detailed information for 15 stops on the 

Empire Corridor that included intercity rail and connecting local and intercity bus and commuter rail service, 

car rental agencies near the rail station, local accommodations and attractions, and detailed maps.  Also 

included (as shown below) was a segment highlighting the RTL I Turboliner equipment used on the Empire 

Corridor route.  



 
 

 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 



 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

The image above shows the cover of a seven-page booklet produced by the New York State Department of 

Transportation to overview and promote what was introduced in 1998 as the High Speed Rail Improvement 

Program.  The program included two major components:  First, rebuilding the seven RTL Turboliner 

trainsets so they would be usable for 125 mph service, and meet then-current federal safety and accessibility 

standards (this portion of the program was called the Turboliner Modernization Project).  Second, make 

related rail infrastructure improvements that would allow the rebuilt Turboliners to travel at their maximum 

capable speed, and achieve the travel times envisioned.  The entire publication can be found in the second 

Turboliner book.   



 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 

Turboliner Express Magazine Covers 

To celebrate Amtrak’s tenth anniversary, the May 1981 issue of Express magazine, a publication distributed to 

passengers on board Amtrak trains, featured the image of an RTL I Turboliner; dramatically portrayed by artist 

Ed Scarisbrick.  Through the years, other Express covers included Turboliner subject matter on a number of 

occasions.  Four examples of these, with the dates indicated, are shown on the following pages.  



 
 
 

November 1981 



 
 
 October 1983 



 
 
 

August/September 1985 
 



 
 October/November 1986 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Turboliner Posters 

The earliest Amtrak-distributed Turboliner poster, shown above, measured 12x18 inches in size, and utilized a 

photo of the first-received RTG trainset.  The scene was recorded at Pittsburgh Union Station in August 1973, 

during the consist’s delivery trip from Port Elizabeth, New Jersey to Chicago.  The poster became available in 

Fall 1973, and was distributed during the September 28, 1973 Chicago-St. Louis RTG I Turboliner Preview Trip. 



 
 
 
 
 

The above poster, originally issued in 1977, not only pictured a new RTL I trainset of the type recently introduced 

on New York State routes, but also promoted Turboliner service on Midwestern routes; which used RTG I 

equipment.  This poster was re-issued in 2022 under license by Amtrak to Rapido Trains; coinciding with 

Rapido’s manufacture of HO-scale models of Amtrak RTL Turboliner equipment.  



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

The final officially-sanctioned Turboliner poster, shown above, was 14x18 inches in size, and featured a painting 

by artist J. Craig Thorpe.  Titled Souls Of The Empire State, the work was commissioned by the New York State 

Department of Transportation.  Released in 2001, when hope for the Turboliner Modernization Project was still 

high, the colorful fall scene depicted the first RTL III trainset racing along the east bank of the Hudson River 

near Garrison, New York, with the United States Military Academy at West Point in the background.  The lower 

edge of the original full-frame poster included the painting title, and the caption, “The Storied Hudson River 

Valley Once Again Hosts A Famous Train:  A New York State High Speed Turboliner.”  The same painting was 

also used on sets of single-fold, 4-1/2x6-1/4-inch note cards; with the front side of each folded card showing the 

painting itself, and the back side containing information about the significance of the painting title.  

 

NOTE:  Photos and descriptions of additional Turboliner posters, which are not part of the Turboliner Memories 

historical collection, can be found in both the first and second Turboliner books.  

 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 

            
 

 
                                                                                                                          
 
 

Turboliner Food and Beverage Service 

Shown above are both sides 

of a combined menu and 

train information card used 

during the early weeks of 

Chicago-St. Louis RTG 

Turboliner service.  Note the 

use of French terminology to 

capitalize on the uniqueness 

of the trains’ heritage.   

 

The photo to the left shows 

the interior of the 24-seat 

food service area of RTG I, 

Group 1 Bar-Grill car 94, 

during the Chicago-St. 

Louis Preview Trip on 

September 28, 1973. 

As shown on page 113 of the first Turboliner book, wall-mounted menus (some Turboliner-specific) were also 

used in food service cars.  It is not known if any such menus still exist.  



      
 

 
 

Shown above is a February 

1977 Lunch and Dinner 

menu used in first-class 

Turboclub service.  Menu 

selections were rotated 

monthly.  For a period of 

time in early 1978, 

complimentary meals were 

offered to Turboclub 

passengers on certain trains 

operating on the New York-

Buffalo route, as a 

marketing tool to promote 

premium-level service.   

 

The photo to the left shows 

a Turboclub attendant 

serving passengers at their 

seats.   



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

A final menu of interest is Turboliner-related, but was never used aboard a Turboliner.  Amtrak used the 12x17-

inch paper placemat breakfast menu shown above, issued in May 1977, to build RTL Turboliner fleet awareness 

among passengers riding on conventional-equipment long-distance trains.  The caption at the bottom of the 

menu read as follows. 

From the old glory days of passenger rail travel by the mighty steam 

locomotives of the 1890s (left) to the new glory of today’s modern rail travel 

aboard Amtrak’s Turboliner (upper left), one most enjoyable and unique 

tradition of passenger rail travel has been a sit-down breakfast aboard the 

train.  Amtrak proudly maintains this tradition and wishes you a satisfying 

breakfast and a pleasing journey.  



 
 
  
 
 
 
 

        
 
 

Turboliner Tickets  

    
Shown above, is the receipt stub from a first-class 

Turboclub seat ticket for a trip from Chicago to Alton, 

Illinois aboard Chicago-St. Louis Train 305 on March 1, 

1977.  On this occasion, a Turboliner was substituting for 

the usual conventional equipment on the run.  

 

To the left, is a ticket envelope used by Amtrak in March 

1979.  Note the mention of Turboliner equipment.  

 

As shown below, boarding passes were also sometimes 

used on Midwestern routes to address the problem of too 

many people attempting to ride a fixed-capacity 

Turboliner; a particular issue on routes with multiple 

large colleges and universities. 



 
 

Ticket time on the Turboliner. 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Turboliner Equipment Artifacts  



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 

 
 

 

 



 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 

Immediately above, is a cast brass builder’s plate from one of Amtrak’s first two RTG I Turboliner trainsets.  

The plate, which was originally mounted to the body of a wheelset (see indicated placement as shown in top 

photo), displayed the date of the train’s manufacture; the name of the primary manufacturer; and the location 

of the train’s construction.  



 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 

The Brighton Park and Albany-Rensselaer facilities provided routine maintenance, interior refurbishing, 

mechanical repair, and most collision damage repair for Amtrak’s turbine-powered fleet.  In contrast, the 

primary contribution of the Beech Grove, Indiana shop complex to the Turboliner saga was that of major car 

rebuilding; with secondary roles of major collision damage repair and equipment storage.   

Undoubtedly the largest 

and most comprehensive 

Turboliner-related 

project undertaken by 

Beech Grove personnel 

was the total rebuilding 

of three RTG I trainsets 

(15 cars), plus one spare 

coach, between 1986-

1990, into RTG II 

equipment for New York 

State Empire Corridor 

service. The hat shown 

was produced for Beech 

Grove employees who 

were involved in the 

rebuild program.  

Pictured on the hat is 

RTG II Power Car 67, 

part of the first consist 

completed (July 1987).  

ANF was the French 

company that built the 

original RTG I cars from 

which the new trainsets 

were created.  

James Hidaka photo 



                                                                 
 

 
 

Delivered in the Fall of 1976, RTL 

I Power Car 155 contained 27 

first-class Turboclub seats, 

upholstered in a rich red, velvet-

textured fabric (above center 

photo).  As documented in the 

second Turboliner book, Car 155 

had a storied history of almost 20 

years in Empire Corridor 

passenger service during its RTL I 

life.   

 

With the coming of the Turboliner 

Modernization Project in 1998, 

Car 155 became one of the first 

pieces of equipment to be “de-

constructed” (above right photo) 

for rebuilding as part of the initial 

RTL III production trainset.  

Fortunately, one of the Turboclub 

seats was saved from scrapping 

when the interior of Car 155 was 

gutted.  This seat utilized a blue 

fabric that was the final version 

used in the car’s RTL I service 

(written documentation provided 

by the Superintendent of the 

Albany-Rensselaer Maintenance 

Facility).   A tag placed on the 

back of the seat by RTL III 

rebuilder Super Steel also 

documents the seat as being from 

Car 155.   

 

In 2022, the seat was refurbished, 

as shown in the photo to the left, 

and became part of the Turboliner 

Memories historical collection.   

Rohr Industries Photo—Raul Bravo Collection Doug Knapp Jr. Photo 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 

RTG Scale Models 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Turboliner Scale Models  

French manufacturer Jouef produced the first scale model RTG I equipment in Amtrak livery in 1975 (a French 

National Railways version was available earlier), which was offered in four-car trainsets, as shown in the above 

photo.  Each set consisted of two power/coach cars (only one of which contained an electric motor), one full 

coach car, and one coach/bar-grill car.  In actual Amtrak service, the prototype RTG Turboliners normally 

operated as five-car sets.  Therefore, to accurately model equipment use on Amtrak’s Midwestern Turboliner 

routes, one would have had to secure an additional full coach car.  Probably the most noticeable difference in 

appearance between the full-scale RTG I Turboliner and the Jouef HO-scale replica is the model’s lack of the 

four small windows on the food service end (aisle side) of the bar-grill car.  Through the years, modelers have 

used the Jouef cars as a starting point to create:  (1) more detailed miniature replicas of the same RTG I 

equipment, (2) RTG II equipment, and even (3) RTL I equipment.  For examples of these custom creations, see 

pages 80-83 in the second Turboliner book.  

 



RTL Scale Models  
 

 
 

   
 
In 2023, 19 years after an Amtrak Turboliner transported its final revenue passenger, what was undoubtedly the most 

highly-anticipated, commercially-produced Turboliner scale model became available.  Following years of planning, 

promotion, and careful research, Rapido Trains successfully brought to market their HO-scale model of the Rohr RTL I 

Turboliner used by Amtrak in Empire Corridor service.  Based on original equipment blueprints and diagrams, in-the-

field measurements, and extensive photographs, these highly-detailed and accurate models include:  full interior, 

underbody, and truck details (including third rail electric power pickup shoes); working headlights, marker lights, and 

cab-mounted strobe lights; and actual Turboliner sound effects in DCC versions.  Rapido also offers such models in N-

scale.  The above photos show a Rapido produced and provided HO-scale model of Power Car 154 in early RTL I livery.  

Car 154 was part of the first RTL I trainset to arrive at Albany-Rensselaer, New York (on July 22, 1976) following a cross-

country trip from the Rohr factory in Chula Vista, California.  

 

As shown below, the Rapido Turboliner models have been made available in four distinct liveries.  From left to right in the 

photo, these include:  RTL I late Phase 3 (the revised livery used in the later years of RTL I operation), RTL I early Phase 

3 (the as-delivered livery), RTL III (an RTL III livery painted on an RTL I body, without the prototype RTL III cab and 

car design changes, due to prohibitive re-tooling costs for the scale model), and the special RTL I livery used for power cars 

154 and 158 during their X2000 escort service in 1992-1993.  ---  Rapido Trains photo  
 

 


